REFORM ACCELERATES
ENFORCEMENT LAGS BEHIND

While equality in law remains incomplete, reform activity is
progressing—especially where barriers are highest and returns
largest. But data show that laws are only enforced half of the time.
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Globally, women enjoy less than two-thirds of the economic rights afforded to men. Even where equal
rights exist in the law, the mechanisms to make them effective lag behind—fewer than half of policies
and institutions that help women exercise their rights are in place. Legal experts surveyed estimate
that laws protecting women'’s economic rights are enforced only half of the time.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE

10 topics structured around a woman’s life cycle to assess the global state of her economic
rights across key areas, including safety from violence, access to childcare, entrepreneurship,
employment protections, asset ownership, and retirement security.
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